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This listing of claims will replace aU prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
USTING OF CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended) A method for listing activities in a graphical user interface in a 
collaborative work tool frameworfc comprising the steps of; 

(a) displaying an activity window having activity description data, activity start data, 
activity duration data, and m activity status data; 

(b) defining an activity in response to user selection of a define activity button, wherein 
the defined activity is thereafter displayed in the activity window and the defined 
aativi ^ ^icludes an activity description, a start time , a duration, and a status:-efid 

(c) determining [[a]] the status for the defined activity based on the start time_aetiviQ^ 
start data-for the defined activity and the eetivitVKiuration ^atfr-for the defined 
activity[[.]]iand 

(d> automatically acquiring background inform ation relevant to the defined activity 
inchiding automatica ll y obtaining the activity d escription wheg the start time is 
within a predetermined period, parsing and pattern match ing the acfivitv descriiation 
to identifi^ searchable component^ thereof, que rying a plurality of sources across a 
network to obtain the background mformation. and receiv ing the back^und 
information in response to Querying the plurality of sources. 

2. (original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the activity is defined as a bramstorming 
activity. 

3. (original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the activity is defined as a categorization 
activity. 

4. (original) A method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the activity is defined as a voting activity. 

5. (original) A method as recited in claim 1, farther comprising the step of displaying a 
message window capable of displaying user messages in real-time. 

6. (original) A method as recited m claim 1, further comprising the step of sending the defined 
activity to a database in response to user selection of a submit button. 
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7. (original) A method as recited in claim I , further comprising the step of sending the defined 
activity to a specific participant user in response to user selection of the specific participant user fii>m 
a participant user menu. 

8. (currently amended) A computer program embodied on a computer readable medium for 
listing activities in a graphical user interface in a collaborative work tool firameworlc comprising: 

(a) a code segment for displaymg an activity window having activity description data, 
activity start data, activity duration data, and m activity status data; 

(b) a code segment for defining an activhy in response to user selection of a define 
activity button, wherein the defined activity is thereafter displayed in the activity 
windo w and the defined activity includes an activity description, a Start time, a 
duration, and a status: 'afld 

(c) a code segment for determining [(a]] ttie_status for the defined activity based on tiie 
start time flotivitv start data f or the defined activity and Acftetivi^uration datfr-for 
the defined activity[[,]]iand 

(a^ a code segment for automaticallv acq uiring bac k^und information relevant to the 
defined activity including automatically obtainin g the activity HftRcnption when the 
start time is whhin a predetermined period, parsing and pattern matching the activity 
description to identify searchable components thereo f Querying a plurality of sources 
fi ^rpss a network to obtain the background info rmation, and receiving the background 
information in response to querying the pl ura^jly of sources. 

9. (original) A computer program as recited in claim 8, wherein the activity is defined as a 
brainstorming activity. 

10. (origmal) A computer program as recited in claim 8, wherein the activity is defmed as a 
categorization activity, 

1 1 . (original) A computer program as recited in claim 8, wherein the activity is defined as a 
voting activity. 
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12. (original) A computer program as recited in claim 8, further comprising a code segment for 
displaying a message window capable of displaying user messages in real-time. 

13. (original) A computer program as recited in claim 8, further comprising a code segment for 
sending the defined activity to a database in response to user selection of a submit button. 

14. (original) A computer program as recited in claim 8, forther comprising a code segment for 
sending the defined activity to a specific participant user in response to user selection of the specific 
participant user from a participant user menu. 

15. (currently amended) A system for listing activities in a gr^hical user interfece in a 
collaborative work tool framework comprising the steps of: 

(a) logic for displaying an activity window having activity des cription data, activity start 
data, activity duration data, and m activity status data; 

(b) logic for defining an activity in response to user selection of a define activity button, 
wherein the defined activity is thereafter displayed in the activity windowjindthe 
defined activity includes an activity description, a start tim e, a duration, and a status; 
and 

(c) logic for determining [[a]] the status for the defined activity based on the start time 
activity start data for the defined activity and the agtivity^uration data-for the defined 
activity[[.]]iand 

(d^ logic for automatically acquiring background infon nation relevant to the defined 

activity including automatically obtaining the activity descri ption when the start time 
Is within a predetermined period, parsin g? and pattern matching the activity 
description to identify^ searchable components thereof, querying a plurality of SQP ypes 
across a network to obtain the background informa tion, and receiving the background 
information in response to querying the plura lity of sources. 

16. (original) A system as recited in claim 15, wherein the actiyity is defined as a brainstorming 
activity. 

17, (original) A system as recited in claim 15, wherein the activity is defined as a categorization 
activity. 
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18. (original) A system as recited in claim 15, wherein the activity is defined as a voting activity. 

19. (original) A system as recited in claim 15, further comprising logic for displaying a message 
window capable of displaying user messages in real-time. 

20. (original) A system as recited in claim 15, further comprising logic for sending the defined 
activity to a database in response to user selection of a submit button. 
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